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King’s College London Archives: The George lll Museum Collection

K/IMUS/1/1:
Manuscript notebook, ‘Observations on the
Transit of Venus’

Date:
1768-1769

Description:

Manuscript notebook entitled ‘Observations on the Transit of Venus’, made at the Royal Observatory, Kew, Surrey,
comprising astronomical observations with tables of viewing data, describing transit withessed by King George lll
and others, 3 June 1769, with notes signed by Stephen Demainbray, astronomer. Also observations on the same
transit of Venus by Abraham Gotthelf Kaestner, Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, University

of Gottingen, Germany, at Géttingen Observatory, compiled 22 June 1769, and of a lunar eclipse observed by
Kaestner at Goéttingen, 23 December 1768.

1 volume
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This book was pulled, and the leaves dry cleaned with Draftclean powder. They
were then rinsed for 15 minutes in a 50/50 sclution of water and IMS, and,
when dry, brushed over with Methyl Magnesium Carbonate in Arcton 113. All

K. paper repair was then carried out with long fibre tissue and wheat flour

AbT paste. The book was then resewn on five linen cords with linen thread,

i and rounded and backed. As all the outer folds of each gathering had been
guarded with tissue, PVA was used on the spine, which was lined with un-
bleached linen. New endbands were worked in linen thread (a fragment of
the original endbands is attached below). The spine was then lined with
leather which was afterwards sanded smooth. The original boards were lined
with handmade paper and re-used, the corners having been built up with
papier mache (handmade paper and wheat flour paste). The book was covered
in reversed Harrolds calf, dyed with a spirit dye, and the remains of the

: old leather sides were laid down on the new leather, stuck with wheat flour

£ paste. The pastedowns added in earlier repairs were discarded, exposing the

' originals.

Nicholas Pickwoad

January 1985

e RSP
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